
  

 

V.F.W. POST #2841 
December 2004 –  

January 2005 
161 N. Main Street 

Brighton, CO 80601 
303-659-9902 

   
 “First, you forget names, then you forget 
faces.  Next, you forget to pull your zipper 
up and finally, you forget to pull it down.”  
       George Burns 
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Commander Gary Lathrop 

Post  
Meets 2nd Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 

Sr. Vice Commander Gary Raley 

Jr. Vice Commander Wayne Motter 

Chaplin David Dinges 

Quartermaster Dick Larson 

Adjutant Dean Weaver 

Surgeon Frank Stephan 

Men’s Auxiliary 
Meets 2nd Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

President Jerry Carmichael 

1st Vice President Gerry Larson 

2nd Vice President Ray Leonard 

Chaplin Kelvin Larson 

Treasurer Gene Unrein 

Secretary Gary Lathrop, Jr. 

Ladies Auxiliary 
Meets 2nd Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 

President Sharon Stephan 

Sr. Vice President Sheila Humphrey 

Jr. Vice President Trudy Wise 

Treasurer Mary Murray 

Secretary Rhonda Bremkamp 

Chaplin Debbie King 

Guard Audrey Larson 

Trustees: Audrey Larson 

Sheila Humphrey Birdie Preisig 

V.F.W. POST #2841  

MOCA PT #23 
Meets 3rd Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 

President Sheila Humphrey 

Sr. Vice  Sharon Stephan 

Jr. Vice Debbie King 

Treasurer/Secretary Rhonda Bremkamp 

Chaplin Norma Timmerman 

Guard Audrey Larson 

Trustees: Audrey Larson 

Loraine Owens Ester Halsey 

American Legion  
Meets 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Commander Luis Ott 

Sr. Vice Dean Weaver 

Jr. Vice Ober Herndon 

Adjutant Luis Ott 

Finance Officer Chris Acklam 

Chaplin Dick Larson 

Sergeant at Arms Kelvin Larson 

Pup Tent #23 
Meets 3rd Saturday at 1:30 p.m. 
Seam Squirrel Dick Larson 

Blanket Bum Troy Estes 

Hide Gimblet  Harry Latta 

CCDB  Keith Harber 

Shyster Gene Triplett 

Sky Pilot Bryan Krantz 

Keeper of the Lousy Records Frank Stephan 

Pill Pusher Floyd Martinez 

Tightwad 1 Year Harvey Timmerman 

Tightwad 2 year Victor Madonna 

Tightwad 3 year David Pfannenstiel 
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From the Commander: 
 
 December and January are probably the busiest of the year.  If you 
can help with the Festival of lights, security, breakfast or any other func-
tions, please call.  Some of the old work horses are getting tired.  You 
might be surprised how much fun you can have. 
 
 we would like to have the post 100% on membership by December 31.  if 
you are having money problems and just can’t pay, let me know.  There are 
things that can be done to help a brother in need. 
  
 We will begin collecting non-perishables for the Christmas baskets 
now.  If you would like to donate, please deliver your items to the post by 
December 21.   
  
we have had a lot of compliments on the new format of the newsletter.  So, 
if you see sissie or talk to her, say thanks for a job well done.  
 
       gary lathrop 
       commander 
 
 

Post Breakfast Menus: 
 
December 19th 
Eggs to Order, choice of sausage, bacon or ham OR ham & cheese omelet, hash browns, toast, 
coffee, juice and fruit cocktail 
January 16th 
Eggs to Order, choice of sausage, bacon or ham OR ham & cheese omelet, hash browns, toast, 
coffee, juice and fruit cocktail 
All 3 meats, $5.00; ham & cheese omelet $4.00; eggs w/meat $3.50—Seniors $3.00.  Kids under 5 
eat free 

  
 
 As of this newsletter, the State Veterans Home at Fitzsimmons is 
doing well.  If you haven’t seen this new home, give me a call and I 
will make arrangements for a visit.   
 If you have questions regarding benefits or general VA informa-
tion, please give me a call at 303-654-6000. 
      Gary Lathrop 
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Well Ladies, 
 The holidays are upon us, ready or not.  By the time this newsletter goes out, we will have had 
our Thanksgiving dinner for the needy, shut-ins and any members that needed it or just wanted to be 
with extended family.  Thanks to everyone for your generosity with food and labor, it makes so many 
people happy. 
 We will be having the kid’s Christmas party again this year with jolly ol’ Saint Nick in atten-
dance.  Please join us on Saturday, December 18th at 2:00 p.m.  Ladies, Sissie asked if any of you 
can do sugar cookies for the party.  Last year, the kids had a great time decorating the cookies for 
Santa.  If you will be able to make cookies, please let me or Sissie know.  My number is 303-280-0747 
or just call the post and leave a message.  Also, we will be needing candy for the bags the kids get to 
take home.   
 Once again, we are doing Christmas baskets for the needy families in the area.  If you can 
help out with non-perishable foods, there will be a box at the post.  Please deliver all donations by 
December 21st. 
 January 8th is the next scheduled date for another blood drive.  The drive will be from 9:00 
a.m. until 12:30 p.m.  If you can possibly give, come on out, it can save a life!  We will be giving all 
donors a raffle ticket for a very nice gift, donated by Dick & Audrey Larson.  If you bring a friend, they 
will receive a ticket and you will receive an extra ticket for bringing them along.  The raffle will be 
held after the blood drive.  Lunch will be served to donors. 
 Please send your dues for 2005 as soon as possible.  
 A speedy recovery to all that are ill.  Deepest sympathy to those that have lost a loved one.  
Congratulations to all that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries.  Please include our soldiers 
and others in Iraq in your thoughts and prayers. 
 Have a wonderful Christmas and a very prosperous New Year.  
      Loyally.       
      Sharon Stephan 

Seam Squirrel Report: 
 C.C.D.B. Harber has said it all in his article in this month’s 
newsletter.  Attendance at our last scratch was better, however, the 
more, the merrier. 
 My apologies for blowing the annual hospital and nursing 
home visit.  We will reschedule. 
 Our blessings to those who have lost loved ones or are ill and 
disabled.  Keep ‘em smiling in beds of white!  
      Dick Larson, 
      SS, PT #23 

“Chaplin’s Corner” 
 This time of year we need to focus on our Creator, God the Author and Fin-
isher of our Faith.  
 If you know of anyone who is sick or hospitalized, please let me know. 
        Kal Larson 



5 

 

Gentlemen, 
 I want to thank and welcome all of the members of the Men’s Aux-
iliary.  And a special thank you for the V.F.W. and the Ladies Auxiliary 
for all of their tremendous support.  
 We started our new charter with 25 members and have since had 5 
new members register.  We are off to a great start!  
 The American Legion will begin donating $50.00 per month to 
the Post Building Fund.  The members of the Men’s Auxiliary are wel-
come to donate any amount possible as well. 
 Progress is being made on changing the street to our North.  We 
have proposed calling it “Freedom Way.” 
 The Men’s Auxiliary will begin serving breakfast on the 2nd Sun-
day of each month.  Please stop by and show your support.   
 
       Jerry Carmichael 
       President, Men’s Auxiliary 

 
If your parents never had children, chances are you won’t either 

 
Dick Cavett 

Men’s Auxiliary Breakfast Menus: 
 
December 12th 
Eggs to Order, choice of sausage, bacon or ham,  hash browns, toast, coffee, juice and fruit cock-
tail 
January 9th 
Eggs to Order, choice of sausage, bacon or ham, hash browns, toast, coffee, juice and fruit cock-
tail 
All 3 meats, $5.00; eggs w/meat $3.50—Seniors $3.00.  Kids under 5 eat free 
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 I want to send thanks to everyone for their support of the new Men’s Auxiliary.  
Special thanks to the V.F.W. members.  We are here to support you as well, please 
just ask if you need help with any project.   
 
 Thanks, too, to those who are signed up for the Festival of Lights on December 
11th.   
 
       Gerry Larson 
       Sr. Vice President 
       Men’s Auxiliary 

Sometimes I lie awake at night and I ask, “Where 
have I gone wrong?”  Then a voice says to me, “This is 
going to take more than one night.” 
     Charlie Brown  

Saturday, December 18th is the annual Christmas party for the kids.  The 
festivities will begin at 2:00 p.m.  Santa will make his much awaited arri-
val right around 3:00 p.m. (barring any problems with the sleigh or any of 
his 9 tiny reindeer).  Again this year, we will be taking photos.   Also, any-
one willing to bake sugar cookies and bring them down for the kids to 
decorate, please let me know.   Call me at 303-659-8338.  
 
Any articles or input for the next newsletter must be at the post no later 
than Sunday, January 16th (breakfast Sunday).  I will do my best to make 
sure your information is included.   
 
I would still like to add personal notes from members, poetry or anything 
that might be of interest to each of you. 
 
      Sissie 
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Cooties Auxiliary, 
 
 It’s time to get your dues paid so we can be 100% by the end of 
the year.  Please be sure to pay your V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary dues 
first.   
 Please send your hospital reports and miles, or let us know if you 
have baked anything for the hospitals.  
 We will be bringing flowers to the nursing homes and hospitals 
in February.  Our MOCA meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of 
each month, beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
 We are looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting.  
 
      Sheila Humphrey 
      President, MOCA 
 

Notice to all members: 
 
 Sunday is a day of rest.  We all like to gather with family and 
friends to enjoy food, beer and football.  Please, no complaints or 
issues are to be brought into the club on Sundays.    
 
 If you have issues that you would like to discuss, or have 
brought to the attention of the officers, please stop by any other day 
or plan to attend scheduled meetings. 
     Thank you 
     Homeboard Members 

Starting in December, breakfast will be served on the 
1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday of each month.  Please stop by 
and show your support. 
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 We had a great turn-out at the MOC Grand Fund Raiser in Octo-
ber—the donations were worthy of a pat on the backs of those that gave 
and ate some outstanding chow.  Hopefully, there were a lot of people 
joining the gang during the Annual Hospital Visitation Day trek in the 
Brighton area.  Boy, that really puts smiles on the faces of the residents.  
That’s what we Cooties were founded to do! 
 For those that still haven’t renewed their memberships for 2005, 
and there are five of you as of this writing, I’d still like to get your 2005 
dues paid by the end of November, at the latest.  The Pup Tent would like 
some recognition for 100% membership from Supreme.  Thank you to 
those that have gotten them in so far.  Welcome to the Put Tent’s three 
new candidates going through the degrees, and they will soon be full 
pledged Cooties after the third degree initiation planned sometime in the 
first two months of 2005.  Again, don’t forget!  Life Memberships do away 
with the annual notices and “bugging” of everyone to get your dues 
paid...They are affordable, so get them in now.  See the Seam Squirrel or 
CCDB about what it costs, it depends on your age. 
 Our job as Cooties is to visit our fellow veterans in need of cheer 
and companionship!  Visiting those that are laid up during the Holidays 
is a great way to cheer them up.  Remember, they get very few visitors 
during their incarceration, and Christmas is very hard for them without 
some familiar faces saying “Hi!”.  Don’t forget to turn in your hospital and 
the “Gift of Life” blood-giving reports to the hospital and Blood Chair-
man, Cootie Harber of the Seam Squirrel, Dick Larson.  Mail, log at the 
Post, or phone and leave a message if you have to.  Remember, Cooties, 
we’re trying to make it as easy as possible for you to report.  There are 
forms in the blue folder in the pedestal by the front door of the Canteen 
area, so now you can easily jot down on the form what you’ve done, be-
fore you forget.  As a Cootie, you’re doing the visits at the hospitals and 
care homes, and visiting those laid up at their homes– so let’s get the 
Pup Tent credit by documenting your efforts. Take a blank form home 
with you if you like, and then deliver it to the Seam Squirrel or Hospital 
Chairman right away after reporting.  
 Hope you are all having a fine holiday season and “Keep them 
smiling in beds of white”. 

         PT#23 CCBD 
Keith Harber 
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